Leicestershire County Cricket Club
Public Meeting – 24/11/2015
GP – Introduce team,




Wasim Khan, Phil Atkinson, Jim Overend, James Brunt, David Higgens.
Set out order of proceedings Elton John Concert details followed by
Questions, then Floodlights and Questions to follow.
Handover to Wasim to discuss Elton John Concert.

Elton John Concert
Wasim











Approached by promoters at back end of September.
Promoters have organised Elton John Concerts at Sussex Cricket Ground
twice, Somerset and Northamptonshire Cricket Grounds, as Elton is a fan of
cricket and is keep to come to Leicester.
Had to move quickly as details about the new album release was imminent
(25 October) and needed to announce tour dates when album was released.
The club only had 2 and a half weeks to make a decision, knowing that it was
all subject to licencing.
In an ideal world with plenty of time the club would have consulted residents
prior to agreeing, but it was believed that the concert would bring a huge
amount to the county and help the club as a one off event lasting 4 or 5
hours.
It is recognised that there will be concerns particularly around congestion,
transportation, numbers of people.
The first many people will have heard is from the Leicester Mercury and this
is not the way things would normally be done.
Open up to the floor for questions.

Questions
How many people?
17,500 people total
Are you going to prepare a risk assessment?


Club have been working closely with Highways and the City Council to ensure
there are marshals. Will be trying to get a no parking area in vicinity.



Risk assessments will be carried out by the club, traffic management
company and event marshals. They have done many similar events in the
past



Specific risk assessments will be done for fire, emergency and exit
calculations and the process is well underway.



Key roads that will be looked at in transport plan will be Grace Road, Milligan
Road, Duncan Road, Hawkesbury Road, and Curzon Road, as well as other
areas.

Other concerns:


Concerns with access to properties and to get in and out of the area in
emergency.



Concerns were raised about traffic on T20 match days, and people
abandoning cars.



Residents would like the possibility of residents parking permits to be
considered for the event, as well as marshals at top and bottom of road.



Residents want to be able to park outside houses as there is a lot of car crime
in the area.



Residents would like the club to consider the possibility of a cordoned off area
surrounding the ground.



Residents would like parking fines enforced for the area. The above points
will be looked at under the traffic management plan.

Potential solutions suggested:
-

People traveling to the site on public transport and making use of park and
ride facilities.

-

Attempts will be made to get a localised traffic regulation order in place for the
event.

-

Travel arrangements can be confirmed to concert goers once tickets are sent
out in January.

-

A traffic suggestion by a resident was to put on free transport buses.



Licencing application not yet submitted and residents will have opportunity to
make representations once application has been submitted.



Overview: Residents generally supportive of the event but have concerns
over the setting up and taking down before and after the event – Full impact
not know at this stage, but information will be available as time goes on.

-

Wasim stated that the intention is to hold a meeting at least once a month to
keep residents updated on where we are with various aspects of the
preparation. We would like to get a consensus of a number of key points, and
then to action as far as possible by the next meeting. Next meeting proposed
for mid-December and a date agreed.

Other questions/issues:


Question raised as to how many people attend normal games? – circa 3,200
per T20 game



Issue raised that there will be significantly more people than normal and that
rubbish and public toilets need to be considered. Can toilets be provided
outside of ground? Event company have calculations on the number of toilets
needed, and this will be part of the overall plan. People will also be employed
to manage rubbish outside of ground. Will be clubs responsibility to manage
surrounding area during event.



Issue raised over alcohol and whether people can bring their own into the
ground.



Question raised over free tickets to residents, but this is not an option as the
club do not have control over public ticket sales.



Question raised as to why ground was chosen – Elton likes to play cricket
grounds and Leicestershire is one of the larger grounds. It will be an allseated event. All gates will be open during the event.



Question raised as to other concerts planned? That may be a possibility to
support the club financially in the future, if all goes smoothly.

Key Issues Raised:







Risk Assessments
Parking
Travel to and from the ground
Toilets
Alcohol sales
Noise from setting up and clearance of site

Floodlights
Proposals outlined – including the need for floodlights to have televised games and
benefits to the ground as a whole.
Concerns raised:
-

Light spillage – addressed by Abacus – lights have been designed to
minimise spillage – impact should be no more than standard street lighting
outside of the site.

-

Impact on visual amenities of the area – 40m high masts will be highly visible.

-

Not all residents were not aware of the permanent nature of the lights, they
thought it would relate only to concert.

-

Residents will have the opportunity to object to the council during the process
of the planning application.

-

Question raised about the willingness of club to address problems resulting
from the lights once in place.

-

Question asked about possibility of putting up a light to test impact.

-

The need to have 40m mast was questioned – the higher the mast the more
light can be directed at the pitch with minimal overspill.

-

There will be conditions on the planning permission concerning hours of use
of floodlights.

Overall conclusions


Residents are supportive of the club, but would have liked to have been
consulted earlier in the process.



Concerns were raised about the concert – traffic, parking, toilets, rubbish,
noise, risk assessments – residents would like to be kept updated of the
progress, but generally supportive as it will benefit the club.



Residents like the idea of monthly meetings to keep up to date.



Concerns raised over the impact of the floodlighting – visual impact on
skyline, light overspill.

Next Meeting Tuesday 15th December at 7pm for updates on progress of traffic
plan and risk assessments.

