Elected Director Profiles
John Thorpe
John was born in Leicester and lived in the county all his life. John played cricket, football, golf,
squash for local teams and was involved in committee roles. He is a proud and lifelong supporter of
all Leicester sporting teams and first became a junior member of LCCC in 1972.
Business wise, John has always mainly worked in a family-based business. His current position is
Group Director of Thorpes Interior Group, employing approximately 120 staff with a
growing turnover based in new premises at Market Harborough. In addition, John is a shareholder
and Non Executive Director of Kvadrat Softcells, a subsidiary of the Danish company, Kvadrat, who
are a leading global textile design company.
John is very much a self-driven person and has experienced all facets of business life including sales,
manufacturing, contracts and finance. He offers a rounded perspective on business. John feels that
cricket as a sport and its structure is at a critical point. Respecting the game and structure is vital but
to grow and develop the cricket club, changes need to be made and strengths within need to be
built on.
In addition, with the new 100 ball format to be introduced in 2020, the game is changing again and
the financial benefits appear promising for the future. John feels that the club needs to be a solid
business model built to support most importantly what happens on the cricket ground but also
cricket within the city and county.

Shahid Sheikh OBE
Shahid Sheikh OBE has been a Member of LCCC since 2005 and has been an avid supporter of the
club from sponsoring overseas matches/tours, general sponsorship, box holder, and being the kit
sponsor (DMS Sports) when LCCC last won the T20, not to mention the number of introductions he
has made to the club. Shahid was also a past Board Director of LCCC (2010-2013) and a past Cultural
Ambassador of the Club.
Shahid has led an award-winning company Clifton Packaging and was proudly awarded an OBE in
2013. Shahid is a leader in his field and in 2016 won the Company of the Year at the Leicestershire
Business Awards and more notably won the Packaging Company of the Year 2019 at the prestigious
UK Packaging Awards. Shahid was also awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award by his global
industry the World Packaging Organisation and was the youngest person in the world to be awarded
his title and also the only person in the UK. Shahid has a lot to offer the club through his vast
experience in business/DMS Sports, sports management and global charity work.
Shahid is the current Midlands Chairman of the British Asian Trust led by Prince Charles and also the
Country Director of the Shahid Afridi Foundation, He was honoured to be asked by Her Majesty’s
Government (Department of International Trade) to be one of 52 Export Champions supporting the
Midlands region and to help drive the export agenda forward as Shahid is a very keen supporter of
UK manufacturing and has great links in East/West Africa.
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Organisation Director Profile
Russell Spiers
Russell has been involved in cricket in Leicestershire from a very young age, both in a playing and
administrative capacity.
Having started playing his competitive cricket for Countesthorpe followed by the Leicester Nomads,
he then spent four years playing in Staffordshire, whilst also representing them at a Minor County
level during their success in the early 90s, before returning to play for Kibworth in 1997, where he
continues to play as well as representing Leicestershire Over 50s.
Russell was a director of LRCB and was involved in the merger with the County Club and is the
representative of the Organisation Members. He is also Vice Chairman of the Leicestershire Premier
League.
The variety of cricket experienced over the years will assist Russell in his role on the Board, which
will look to strengthen the relationship between the recreational clubs in the county and LCCC.

Nominated Director Profile
Sean Jarvis
Sean has 25 years of commercial experience at an executive level within professional sporting clubs.
He has in-depth knowledge, expertise and experience of creating strategies to develop commercial
teams and activities within those clubs and the ability to build sustainable revenue streams and to
motivate staff to deliver success on a day-to-day basis.
His style is to provide engaging and enthusiastic leadership and direction to expand portfolios of
partners and influence and raise the expectations of the Club. Sean has experience of helping,
building, harnessing and creating sustainable relationships across diverse groups of supporters and
stakeholders.
Since August 2006, Sean has been employed as the Commercial Director and a member of the Board
at Huddersfield Town Football Club.
Sean is also a trustee of the Huddersfield Town Foundation, where he has been instrumental in
transforming the charity from ‘concept to creation’ to a Foundation now employing 60 staff. The
Foundation has raised £2m and served more than one million free breakfasts to children through
various social and community activities. He was previously Marketing Director at Oldham Athletic
Football Club for six-and-a-half-years.
Sean was awarded Yorkshire Businessman of the Year in 2018; Huddersfield Examiner Business
Person of the Year also in 2018; and the Institute of Public Relations Sword of Excellence.
While Sean is based in Yorkshire, he was born and educated in Leicester and is a regular visitor to the
city. Leicestershire CCC is in Sean’s blood and he is committed to helping the Club to grow and
develop.
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Council Director Profile
Louise Seymour
Louise has been in post as Leicester City Council’s Head of Development Projects since January 2012,
having previously worked in Nottingham and the south of England. She leads a team of officers
delivering regeneration projects across the City. The role involves working closely with private
sector developers to facilitate development and investment within the City to deliver both housing
and commercial schemes.
Current projects include the first phase of the Waterside regeneration area, an 18-acre site between
the River Soar and the A50, south of Frog Island which will accommodate over 300 new homes and
60,000sqft of new office space on the Northgate Street.
The Development team is also responsible for bringing forward Ashton Green, an urban extension to
the north of the city, which is a greenfield site of 130 hectares within the Council’s ownership which
will provide 3,000 homes, ten hectares of employment land, and a village centre.
As Head of Development Louise has also recently taken over responsibility for the Council’s strategic
property portfolio, including acquisitions and the promotion of land for development.
Louise has over 30 years’ experience in the public and quasi-public sector working in planning,
property and regeneration. In 2018 she was Leicester Mercury Woman in the Public Sector.
Outside of work Louise helped establish Bottesford Community Sports Club Ltd in 2014, a not for
profit company, which runs Bottesford Cricket Club. She also acts as junior cricket coordinator,
having an assistant coach badge she has also taken the role as Activator for the All Stars Programme
for the last three years. The club has a thriving junior section which has approximately 80 under 18s
registered.

Board Adviser Profiles
Jonathan Duckworth
Jonathan Duckworth is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development with a
Masters’ Degree in Human Resources Management. He was born in Leicester and educated at
Loughborough Grammar School. On graduating from Nottingham University he joined the National
Audit Office. In 1997 he became Head of HR at Twickenham Stadium for the Rugby Football Union
and England Rugby teams.
In 2001 he moved to Harley-Davidson as European HR Director and in 2005 became Group HR
Director for the Jockey Club’s 15 racecourse venues (including Aintree, Cheltenham, Epsom and
Newmarket) with responsibility for recruitment, training, safeguarding, wellbeing, inclusion and
succession planning.
He was then Group HR Director for an international Ferrari-backed motor racing series based at
Silverstone and led change management projects for the Royal Albert Hall before joining Swim
England in 2015 as People and Development Director, where he ensured successful Sport England
Advanced Equality Standard accreditation as well as best practice safeguarding, nomination and
remuneration committee processes and compliance with GDPR and the Code for Sports Governance.
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A founder member of the Professional Development Board of the Chartered Institute for the
Management of Sport and Physical Activity he has been an advisor to Sporting Equals since 2008. He
is the HR Director on the Oxfordshire Football Association Board and a member of the Leicester City
Football Club Equality Working Group. As well as providing professional HR expertise to a
nationwide employment law firm, Jonathan is also writing a biography of former England wicketkeeper George Duckworth.

Stuart Cope
A highly experienced marketing leader that has created and delivered numerous high performing
marketing strategies and delivered world-class digital campaigns from Rio 2016 through to the Nitto
ATP Finals. A people person that thrives in leading a team for a common cause, Stuart has a keen
interest in cricket, theatre and design.
Stuart is experienced in leading digital transformation for international sports brands and teams, and
has enjoyed continued success in recruiting and leading a large digital team to execute sophisticated
campaigns and technology. He has experience of working within a senior leadership team.
He currently works at Blenheim Chalcot, where he is the Head of Digital, representing the owner of
the Rajasthan Royals to lead on all digital projects and teams. A new digital strategy, focusing on
CRM, app and website and brand look, has helped to grow the Royals globally.
Stuart has previously held key roles for four years at Surrey County Cricket Club, both as Marketing
and Engagement Manager and Community Development Manager. He managed a record-breaking
ticketing and CRM campaign that made the Kia Oval the most popular cricket destination in the UK.
While at Surrey CCC, Stuart managed a digital team and was project manager of Surrey Cricket’s new
website, as well as launching a new brand campaign across all digital channels.
Stuart also created an award-winning social media and content strategy for the ATP Tour that
activated worldwide across 63 tournaments, over 50 broadcasters and 200 players. He managed a
team of 14 at the ATP Tour to deliver targeted content to diverse audiences globally.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY CRICKET CLUB LIMITED
HELD AT THE LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY CRICKET CLUB,
FISCHER COUNTY GROUND, GRACE ROAD, LEICESTER
ON MONDAY 25th MARCH 2019 AT 7.00PM
Present:

D W Wilson CBE DL
P R Haywood
S A Kind
J R Lee
R B Matthews
R A Spiers
A W York
R H Bent
Ms M Duke MBE DL
M R Bulsara

(President)
(Chairman)
(Director)
(Director)
(Director)
(Director)
(Director)
(Interim Chief Executive)
(Adviser)
(Adviser)

In Attendance:

O C Brookshaw
A J Rowell

(Partner, Howes Percival LLP)
(Honorary Secretary LCCC, Partner, Spearing Waite
LLP)
(Trainee Solicitor, Howes Percival LLP)
(Leicestershire CCC, Finance Manager)
(Leicestershire CCC, Head Coach)
(Leicestershire CCC, Club Captain)
(Leicestershire CCC, Minute Taker)

Ms J C Mason
S P Urwin
P A Nixon
P J Horton
D J Nice
1.

Apologies:
J Allen
Mrs T Goadby
W Maddy
M Hearth
C Stone

2. Introduction
Mr Paul Haywood, Chairman of the Board, welcomed all Members to the 2019 Annual General Meeting of
Leicestershire County Cricket Club. He asked all attendees to stand to observe a minute’s silence in memory
of those Members and former players who had sadly passed away in the last year.
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The Chairman explained that it had been a difficult financial year, with the Club having a significant outlay
on coaches and the professional squad, while also not benefitting from the profits of a major event like the
ICC Women’s World Cup or a concert. He thanked Mr Wasim Khan MBE for his work as Chief Executive
Officer and wished him well in his new role at the Pakistan Cricket Board. The Chairman also wished Ms
Karen Rothery well in her forthcoming role as Chief Executive Officer at the Club and announced her
presence.
3. Agenda - Annual General Meeting
3.1 Minutes of Annual General Meeting on 21st March 2018
The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at 7.00pm on 21st March 2018 were proposed by Mr D
Goodacre and seconded by Mr A Boyce and they were approved by the Members present.
3.2 Minutes of Special General Meeting on 15th January 2019
The Minutes of the Special General Meeting held at 7.00pm on 15th January 2019 were proposed by Mr A
Boyce and seconded by Mr R Matthews and they were approved by the Members present.
3.3 The Annual Report and Accounts 2018
The Annual Report for 2018 was presented by the Chairman.
The Club’s Finance Manager, Mr Steve Urwin, presented the Club’s Annual Accounts for the financial year
to 30th September 2018, which showed a net loss for the first time in four years. There was an operating
loss - ‘Earnings before interest, tax, depreciation and amortization’ (EBITDA) - of £157k for the financial
year.
Finance Director, Mr Steve Kind, and Mr Steve Urwin, then answered questions from the Members and
provided clarity on the Annual Accounts.
The Annual Report and Accounts for 2018 were proposed by Mr S Kind and seconded by Mr A Boyce and
they were approved by the Members present.
3.4 Re-appointment of Magma Audit LLP
Resolutions to re-appoint Magma Audit LLP as the Club’s Auditors and to authorise the Directors to
determine their remuneration were proposed by Mr A Boyce and seconded by Mr M Siddall and they were
passed by the Members present.
3.5 Appointment of Mr David Wilson CBE, DL as Honorary Life Patron
A resolution to appoint Mr David Wilson CBE, DL as an Honorary Life Patron was proposed by Mr A Boyce
and seconded by Mr R Goadby and it was passed by the Members present.
3.6 Appointment of Mr Jack Birkenshaw MBE as President
A resolution to appoint Mr Jack Birkenshaw MBE as President was proposed by Mr A Boyce and seconded
by Mr R Goadby and it was passed by the Members present.
3.7 Appointment of Mr Andrew York as Honorary Vice-President
A resolution to appoint Mr Andrew York as Honorary Life President was proposed by Mr M Siddall and
seconded by Mr R Goadby and it was passed by the Members present.
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3.8 Appointment of John Freer as Honorary Vice-President
A resolution to appoint Mr John Freer as Honorary Life President was proposed by Mr J Lee and seconded
by Mr D Goodacre and it was passed by the Members present.
3.9 Following the recommendations of the Nominations Committee:
3.9.1 A resolution to ratify the appointment by the Board of Ms Mehmooda Duke MBE, DL as a Nominated
Director for three years was proposed by Mr J Mallett and seconded by Mr J Freer and it was passed by the
Members present.
3.9.2 A resolution to ratify the appointment by the Board of Mr Chris Tinbergen as a Nominated Director
for three years was proposed by Mr S Kind and seconded by Mr A Boyce and it was passed by the Members
present.
3.9.3 A resolution to ratify the appointment by the Board of Mr Sean Jarvis as a Nominated Director for one
year was proposed by Mr R Bent and seconded by Mr D Goodacre and it was passed by the Members
present.
4. Head Coach - Mr Paul Nixon
Head Coach Mr Paul Nixon answered questions from Members. The Head Coach said the players had all
worked extremely hard on physical and mental preparation over the course of the winter, and these skills
were put to the test on a pre-season trip to the Lake District. The Head Coach said that the players are set
for the 2019 season and he underlined the importance of continued progression at the club.
The Head Coach said that Mr Paul Horton, the Club Captain, wants a ‘high challenge, high support’ culture
which matches that of all the coaches. He said that young players are benefiting from the vast experience
of some former international and county cricketers such as Mr Phillip DeFreitas, Mr Jigar Naik and Mr Paul
Johnson.
The Head Coach thanked The President, Mr David Wilson CBE DL, as well as Mr Brian Smith OBE, and Mr
Peter Freer for their continued support of the club.
5. Conclusion
The Chairman concluded the formal proceedings of the 2019 Annual General Meeting by thanking The
President, Mr David Wilson CBE DL, for his 14-year tenure as President. The Chairman also thanked the
Members for their attendance and said that the Club looked forward to welcoming everyone back to the
Fischer County Ground for the 2019 season.
Mr A Boyce spoke on behalf of the Members to thank The Chairman, and the other retiring Board Directors,
for their commitment and hard work to the Club over many years.
The meeting closed at 8.02pm.
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